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Filed: December 9, 2003 

For: METHOD OF MANUFACTURING 
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Group Art Unit: 1732 
Examiner: Jeffery M. Wollschlager 
Attorney Docket: 1-74168 



Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REOURST FOR REVIEW 

Honorable Sir: 

Pre-appeal brief review of the Final Rejection of the Examiner, dated May 15, 
2006, in the above-identified application is respectfully requested in light of the 
following remarks. 

REMARKS 

The Final Rejection contains clear errors in that claimed limitations are clearly 
not met by the cited references. 

(1) Claim 34. The Gallagher et al. and Kieltyka et al. references, individually or 
when combined, fail to show or suggest simultaneously over-molding an outer layer 
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nn the first surface o f the substrate, a nd a hinge on the second surface of the substrate, 

as recited in Claim 34. 

As clearly stated by the Examiner in paragraph 6 of the Office Action dated 
May 1 5, 2006, the Gallagher et al. reference does not teach simultaneously over- 
molding an outer layer on the first surface of the substrate, and a hinge on the second 
surface of the substrate. 

As explained on page 1, first paragraph and continuing through the first full 
paragraph on page 2 in the Request for Reconsideration filed July 10, 2006, the 
Kieltyka et al. reference teaches only a method of attaching a thermoplastic attachment 
to one side of a substrate. Specifically, the Kieltyka et al. reference only teaches 
com pression molding the upper surface (28) of the substrate (26) (to thereby form the 
substrate into a desired shape) and injection molding an attachment surface (20) on the 
lower surface (30) (see paragraph 18). Accordingly, the Kieltyka et al. reference 
teaches away from the limitation recited in Claim 34. 

Further, in the Advisory Action, the Examiner incorrectly asserts that 
the Gallagher et al. reference teaches all of the limitations of Claim 34, and 
specifically refers to column 1 1, lines 45 through 65 and Fig. 8 to support his 
assertion. In contrast to the Examiner's assertion, the Gallagher et al. reference 
discloses a mold having a cavity having the shape of the single integral and unitary 
panel (lOOa-c, 14a-c). The integral and unitary panel comprises the instrument panel 
(lOOa-c) and the door panel (14a-c) (column 9, line 66 through column 10, line 3). 
The hinge panel (51a-c) is formed separately (column 4, lines 24 and 25) and placed in 
the mold cavity. Molten plastic is introduced into the single cavity of the mold and 
becomes molded to the hinge panel (51a) (column 11, lines 30 through 65). 

(2) Claim 48. The Gallagher et al. reference fails to show or suggest placing a 
substrate defining an airbag door into the mold cavity to define first and second 
cavities, as recited in Claim 48. 
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As explained on page 2, second full paragraph and continuing to page 3 in the 
Request for Reconsideration filed July 10, 2006, the Gallagher et al. reference teaches 
a single "tethering layer defining cavity (74)" (see column 8, lines 52 through 57 and 
Fig. 6) s and therefore does not show or suggest placing a substrate defining an airbag 
door into the mold cavity to define first and second cavities . 

In further contrast to the Examiner's assertion, the Gallagher et al. reference 
discloses only mold assemblies with single cavities. In addition to the cavity (74) 
discussed above, the substrate is formed in a first mold assembly comprising the mold 
tool (70) and another "back side" mold tool (not shown). The mold assembly defines 
only a substrate cavity. After forming the substrate, the "back side" mold tool is 
moved and replaced with the injection mold tool (72). The mold tool (70) and the 
injection mold tool (72) define a second mold assembly having only a tethering layer 
defining cavity (74) that defines the entirety of the tethering layer shape (column 8, 
lines 28 through 57). 

In view of the reasons presented above, Claims 34 through 51 are in condition 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 56,117 

MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC 
One Maritime Plaza, Fifth Floor 
720 Water Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 255-5900 
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